Children without dentists given care
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Dr.Joseph Zanthos reassures fifth-grader ‘f‘yShae Collins about the dental work he's goin
is one of more than 30 students without a regular dentist who will get care this week on t

Dental Bus at Gate City Elementary this week.

Gate City
students
add miles
to smiles

By ANNA VELASCO
News staff writer

hildren at Gate City Elementary who don't have
a dentist can get cleanings, cavities filled and
other dental work at school this week thanks to
a nonprofit group that has brought a mobile
dental office to the campus.

Sarrell Regional Dental Center has lined up 31 Gate City
schoolchildren who haven't seen a dentist in a year to get
care. The group expects more to participate once parents
become aware of the service.

The group, founded in Anniston, has owned the dental
bus for about three years but started using it only in Sep-
tember, after the Alabama Legislagure passed a law in May
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Fifth-grader Desmond Connor, 11, smiles after getting
his teeth cleaned and finding out he has no cavities.

state. The Jefferson County Department of Health has op-
erated mobile dental trailers for decades under a grandfa-
ther clause.

The Sarrell Regional Dental Bus is treating people ages
2-20 who are eligible for Medicaid or the All Kids public
health programs, and sees uninsured children if they have
emergencies.

Following the new law’s stipulation, the mobile service
doesn't seek to treat patients who have a regular dentist
or have seen another dentist within the last year.

“We're not trying to steal patients,” said Dr. Joseph
Zanthos, a dentist with Sarrell. “We're just trying to serv-
ice children who don't get service.”



-

Lt o]

ncgupﬁcspmidedsymm

Tb/pe  Mape | Lane rursy . i
©1009 (Reg. T™)

TEETH: |
Dental trailer visits school
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State Sen. Linda Coleman, D-Birmingham,
was a sponsor of the bill to allow the mobile -
dental clinics. She said she first saw a dentist
in the third grade in a mobile unit at her
school, and the visit provided the foundation
for good oral health the rest of her life.

“Fiere we are over 50 years later, and we're
still dealindg with some of the same issues,” Co-
leman said.

The Sarrell bus treated 222 children in the
fall. The goal is 100 a month next school n:ar

The Jefferson County Department of Health
treated 800 children last year through its mo-
bile units, said Dr. Teri Chafin, the depart-
ment's director of community and dental
health.She said they treat uninsured children
and those on Medicaid and All Kids.

“There is so much need out there,” Chafin
said. “If someone is helping provide care {0
children who don't have it and is completing
the work, then that's good.” :

7anthos said he doesn't leave a school or a
child until he has addressed all dental issues.
“If I don’t get it done, they may not get it done
somewhere else,” he said.

The dental bus can handle two patients at a
time and has an X-ray machine and all the
equipment a dentist needs.

Zanthos said it has not been uncommon 1o
find children with eight or more cavities.

Every county in ama has too few den-
tists, and the state needs at least 230 strategi-
cally placed dentists to eliminate the shortage,
according to the Alabama Department of Pub-
lic Heakh- --_ = : o T

Some schools are reluctant to let children
out of class for several hours to get their dental
care, Chafin said. She has tried to convince
them that the investment in oral health pays
off in the children’s schoolwork.

“School performance actually improves
\;;bjlgn these children are not in pain,” Chafin




Alabama Medicaid Dental Program, 1998-2007:
A CONTINUING SUCCESS STORY

By Stuart A. lockwood, DMD, MPH; Mary G. Mclntyre, MD, MPH; Robin Rawls, BA. MBA

ith the recent release of FY
2006 Form 416 data, the
Alabama Medicaid  Dental

Frogram has the 14th highest utilization
of dental services in the United States
(Table 1). The success of the Dental
Program began in late 2000, when then
Governor Don Siegeleman significantly
raised Medicaid dental fees to 0% of the
UCE, and the Alsbama Medicaid Agency
was awarded a three-year gutreach grant
from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation for the Smile Aiabama!
Imitiative. The success of the program
through 2004 has been chronicled else
where' . With release of FY 2007 data
from the Alabama Medicald Agency, an
examination of the dental program for
the last ten years is warranted.

Alabama Medicaid Dental Program
1998-2007. Over the past ten years,
Medicaid dental utilization rates in
Alabama have improved from 25.2% in
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1998 10 41.5% In 2007, 3 62% ncrease
(Figure 1. The number of enralled pro-
viders dunng this bme period has
increated significantly, 55.3% (from 430
dentists to 778), and the number of
providers treating at least one Medicaid
child (performing providers) increased
48.1% (from 350 providers to 748,
Most significantly, from 1998 w0 2007
there has been a 216% increase (from
151 w 477) in the number of providers
seeing more than 100 patients per year
[Figure 2}, The number of providers bill-
g for more than $10,000 per year
(from 152 to 571 has increased by
275% (Figure 3).

Alabama Medicaid Dental Program
FY 2001 to FY 2007. Since Medicad
dental rates were raised in FY 2001,
there has been a 84.3% increase in den-
tal uthzation, from 26.7% (103,630
children served in FY 2001) o 41.5%
(190,968 served in FY 2007). And dur-
ing this same time penod, the number
of Medicaid eligible children has risen
sharply from 386,000 to 460,526 [Table
2). Most importantly, county-specific
data from FY 2001 to FY 2007 indicate
that every county in Alabama has seen
significant increases in uulization of
Medicaid dental services, from a high of
177.7% increase in Baldwin county, to a
low of 1.8% in Barbour county (Table
3). Some nine counties recorded increas-
es of over 100%, with Mobile and
Montgomery counties included in this
list.

Alabama Medicaid Dental Program
FY 2007. Utilization of Medicaid den:
tal services in Alabama for FY 2007 was
41.5%. Among all counties, the range
was from a high of 53.5% in Cleburne
County 1o 2 low of 33.6% in Marengo
Counry. One county had over S0% uti:
lization, 45 counties had 40-49% utiliza-
tion, and 20 counties had 34-39% wutili
zation (Table 4],

Opportunities to Increase
Your Medicaid Patients

While 190,968 children received ar
least one dental service in FY 2007, some
270,000 Medicaid elfigible children aged
020 did not receive a dental wisit.
Potential exiss for more Medicaid dental
visits af all ages. Figpmwe 4 shows unliza:
tion by age category for the US, and for
Alabama. Significant improvement and
oppomunites for dental visits exist, par
tculariy m the <1, 1-2, and 19-20 age
groups. Help Is available from Alabama
Medicaid Agency through its 5
CECoordinators to assist with Medicaid
dental visits A T5ung of the regional Care

Coprdinators s found on the Alabama
Medicaid website at: ht ‘med
Id.alabama.gov/documents/
Contacts/Dental- EPSDT-pt1st_Care_
Coordinators _102008.pdf. Leigh Ann
Hixon, Medicaid Dental Program than:
ager, may be contacted at LeighAnn
Hixon medicaid slabama.gov or by call-
ing 334-242.5472.

£

'Greene-Mcintyre M, Finch MH, Searcy |
Smile Alabama! Inltative Interim results
lfom a program to increase access to
dental care. | Rural Health 2003; 19 (suppi)
407 415

‘American Dental Association, State and
Community Models for Improving Access
to Dental Care ftor the Underserved A
White Paper, October 2004

Figure 1. Alabama Dental Medicaid Utilization, [
1998-2007 l
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Figure 2. Enrolled and Perfarming Dentists, Alabama Dental Medicaid.
1998-2007
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Figure 3. Performing Dentists, Alabama Dental Medicaid.
1998-2007
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Table 2. Number of Medicaid Eligibles, Dentally Served,

Table 3. Medicaid Utilization, FY 2001,

and Utilization, FY 2001, FY 2007 FY 2007, and Percent Change
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1st Look Program Targets Dental Caries in Young Children

Reimbursement will not exceed the fees paid to dentists, and will be funded through the medical budget.
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1st Look Program Specifics

Me-:p::-_'-d Patient 15t Providers will be ahle to bill
the application o le varnish for high can
staff will be required to have been trained and cartified throtigh

ial oral assessment and
ider and

al exame3
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will be billed under D
will not exceed the fees paid to ¢
t dental, budget,
s 222 2 dentist, the child does not qualify for the Ist 1 program
cal provider should not render sérvices for the oral exam and fluoride
applica Medical providers are encouraged to verify that a child has not been cosn
by a dental Wier prior to performing 1st Look services. If 2 patient has been previ
CUsly seen by a der and se are provided, the med
reimbursed for the D045 or the D1206 codes. T
high Wikl be eligibie to receive the vamish applicat
The AAPD Caries Risk Assessrment Ti 0l (CAT) ¢
modified to require at least two tugh risk Indicators
child who is eligible for Medicaid to be considered high riskc The st Look program
will require at least one additional high risk indicator
Vamnish procedures will be ligited to three (3) per cal
provider, not 1o exceed a maximum of six [0) applications betws
36 moaths of age. The allowed frequency will bie no less than 90 ¢
D0145 may be hilled once by a medical provi
for children age six (6) months to 36 months dical records must document the
content of the anticipatory guidanice counseling 0 parents/caregivers, the
reg i CAT, and documentation that a referral has been made to the Patient
15t Care ators for all high risk children
Once a child has a dental home, this information will be &
medical provider, and no further fluoride varnish applicatic
will be p
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taining course will include the AAP modiile *The Oral Health Risk
Assessment Training Program for Pediatricians and Other Child Health Professiconals”,
as well as program iormation from Alabams Medicaid A pre-test wil] be
administered, and successful completion of & post-test will be required. Trainers will
be pediatnic dentists or general dentists with significant expertise in pediatric den
lisiry, who have completed a trainer Course and are listed as an app
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RAGON

RACTICE TRANSITIONS

Neither Selling nor Acquiring a

dental practice has to be scary.
—

Call PARAGON today to discuss a painless transaction.

We can help you with Practice Sales,
Mergers, Co-Ownerships, Practice Acquisitions, A

Relocations, Consulting, Valuations, M
Presales and Associateships PACE

For a complimentary consultation call

866.898.1867 or visit WWW.PARAGON.US.COM




